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upon the correct Greenwich time, which is
given by the chronometer. The science of
trigonometry is involved in navigation, but
the operations can be much shortened by
tables and instruments.
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NAVIGATION ACTS, a name given to
acts passed by the British Parliament in
1645 and in years following in order to pro-
tect British commerce, to injure the ship-
ping interests of the Dutch and to exploit
the British colonies.
The First Navigation Act, passed in 1645,
confirmed and enlarged in 1651 and again
strengthened in 1660, enacted that all prod-
ucts of growth, production or manufacture
from any ^ country in  the world should be
imported into ^England only in ships built
in England or in its colonies and manned by
Englishmen^ Another was passed in 1663; it
levied  prohibitive   duties   upon  goods  im-
ported into the colonies from any but British
ports and required  that  certain important
products of the American colonies should be
sent  directly ^ to  England.    A  little later,
duties were  imposed  upon  goods   shipped
between colonies, if the same goods could be
secured in England.   Before the end of the
century, acts directed at the suppression of
colonial manufactures were passed, and in
1719   Parliament   condemned   all   colonial
manufactures as "tending to independence."
Before 1761 at least twenty-nine separate
acts in restraint of colonial trade and manu-
factures had been passed, including one pro-
hibiting the importation  of  molasses   and
sugar,  from  which  the  Americans  manu-
factured rum for export.
The full effect of this policy of suppres-
sion was ^ never felt in America, owing to
the practice of smuggling, which was con-
sidered by the colonists as legitimate, and
which assumed immense proportions. Fur-
thermore, many of the provisions of the acts
were favorable to American industry, espe-
cially to shipbuilding, while certain privi-
leges were extended to colonial producers
which were denied to all others. However,
the principle of restriction of trade and
manufactures was vigorously denounced by
the Americans, and the persistence of the
British in this policy was one of the impor-
tant causes of the Revolution.
 Great Britain long ago abandoned such
a policy towards its colonies; just before
the World War (1914-1919) Germany,
which insisted upon "freedom of the seas,"
was selling its goods in British ports all over
the world cheaper than English merchants
could sell them.
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[*^ ^AVY, an arm of govern-
ment, an instrument of
law and order, properly a
policeman of the seas.
The term is applied to all
the ships of war of a na-
tion, including their
crews, guns and fittings.
The world's conception
of the uses of a navy has
radically changed with
the development of so-
ciety. Once it was an in-
stitution devoted wholly
to enforcing peace, but
now it would be difficult
to convince the average
man that it is not wholly
an implement of war. There are two reasons
for the latter view. Men as a rule do not
read history correctly, and they are apt to
draw conclusions from offending examples
and apply those conclusions to all.
There is a belief that the possession of a
large and powerful navy is a temptation to
use it aggressively, for conquest. This
was charged against Germany at the outbreak
of the World War. On the other hand, the
navy of Great Britain was much stronger
in 1914 than any other two navies in the world
(it has now surrendered that distinction),
but since the English have learned from their
failures the art of good government the
British fleet has not been an instrument which
right-thinking peoples have had cause to
fear.
The British have been masters of the
seas for a hundred years, everybody admits j
but there is no record in all that time of a-
buse of the power thus held. England has
believed in and has practiced free trade; but
ships of all countries have swarmed in har-
bors owned by Great Britain, and there has
been no limit upon peaceful development of
commerce by competing nations. Even Ger-
many, which plaintively cried for "a place
in the sun" for years before the World War,
was all the time underselling British mer-
chants in British lands all over the world.

